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which is celebrating its 95th anniversary on 
November 3, 2011. 

The Call & Post was established in 1928 
when the Cleveland Call and the Cleveland 
Post merged. The Cleveland Call and Cleve-
land Post were newspapers that had been 
independently serving Cleveland’s African 
American community since 1920. The Call & 
Post was a struggling publication the first sev-
eral years it was in circulation. However, in 
1932, when Baltimore’s William Otis Walker 
came to manage the paper, the Call & Post 
began to grow and prosper. The Call & Post 
increased from four pages to twelve and its 
circulation more than tripled. Mr. Walker 
partnered with P–W Publishing Co. and ran 
the paper until the early 1980s. Under Mr. 
Walker’s leadership, the Call & Post became 
one of the best African American newspapers 
in the country. In 1959, the Call & Post ex-
tended its circulation and began running edi-
tions for the cities of Columbus and Cincinnati 
as well as a state-wide edition. 

Don King bought the Call & Post in 1998 
and remains the paper’s owner and publisher. 
The publication still runs a statewide edition. 
The weekly edition of the Call & Post features 
local news in Cleveland, Columbus and Cin-
cinnati and includes the Call & Post 2nd edi-
tion, an arts and entertainment tabloid. The 
paper has received recognition from the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers Association and 
the Press Club of Cleveland. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the 95th anniversary of one of the 
nation’s most prominent African American 
newspapers, the Call & Post. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 24, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
today our national debt is 
$14,939,232,547,985.08. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $4,300,806,801,691.28 since then. This 
debt and its interest payments we are passing 
to our children and all future Americans. 
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IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF MR. 
JOHN KILEY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 24, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and memory of Mr. John Kiley, the co- 
director of the Freedom House, which was the 
precursor to Cleveland’s Ed Keating Center. 

John was dedicated to serving the country 
and the public starting at a young age. He 
served with the U.S. Air Force for twenty 
years, including three tours in Vietnam, before 
retiring. He was a member of the 1041st Se-
curity Police Squadron at Hawaii’s Schofield 
Barracks. Later, John worked as a counselor 

at Cleveland’s Stella Marris and the Ed 
Keating Center. He was also the co-director of 
Cleveland’s Freedom House. 

The Ed Keating Center was founded in 
1998 by Jack Mulhall and Phyllis Eisele- 
Curran, who had previously founded Freedom 
House in 1991. It is a non-profit organization 
and sober living facility for those addicted to 
drugs and alcohol that serves adults regard-
less of their financial well-being. The Ed 
Keating Center offers a six month in-house 
rehab program, a three-quarter house program 
and a work release program for its patients. 

I offer my condolences to John’s wife 
Susan; daughters Kerry, Shannon (deceased), 
Angela and Merry; siblings, Susan and Terry; 
and all of his nieces and nephews. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the memory of Mr. John Kiley. His 
legacy will live on through the work of Cleve-
land’s Ed Keating Center. 
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LEO P. VERGNETTI 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 24, 2011 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Leo P. Vergnetti, the 2011 honoree at the 
American Cancer Society Ball of Hope in 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, on October 28, 2011. 
Mr. Vergnetti has been a dedicated supporter 
of the American Cancer Society for decades. 
This is a charity that has been very close to 
his heart since his beloved wife, Carol, passed 
away due to cancer in 1984. Mr. Vergnetti 
turned this tragic event in his life into a reason 
to champion cancer research. His efforts have 
raised significant funds to support cancer serv-
ices in his home region of Northeastern Penn-
sylvania. 

Mr. Vergnetti’s work with children has en-
abled many suffering with cancer to attend 
Camp Can-Do. This is a camp for children 
who are receiving cancer treatment. The abil-
ity to attend this camp and interact with other 
children going through the same trials and 
tribulations is empowering. Mr. Vergnetti has 
raised money to give several children this life- 
affirming experience and escape the stress of 
the disease that they are fighting. 

Not only is Mr. Vergnetti a former chairman 
of the American Cancer Society’s Board of 
Ambassadors, but he is also the founder. At a 
time when 1.4 million new cancer cases are 
expected in this country during the next year, 
having a group of community leaders gath-
ering ideas for advancing the ACS’s mission is 
pivotal. 

As a philanthropist, Mr. Vergnetti has been 
a pivotal part of securing funding for many 
other charities including the Wyoming Chil-
dren’s Association, the Scranton Relay for Life 
Committee, and the Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that the American 
Cancer Society honors a man who has do-
nated so much of his time and effort to such 
a worthy cause. I am certain that his hard 
work and dedication will not end here. Fighting 
for those enduring cancer and furthering re-
search to help find a cure are close to Leo 
Vergnetti’s heart, and it is my pleasure to ac-
knowledge all of his efforts here today. 

160TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNI-
VERSITY OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 24, 2011 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing the 160th anniversary of the 
University of the District of Columbia, the only 
public institution of higher education in our na-
tion’s capital. 

The University of the District of Columbia, 
then known as the Colored Girls School, was 
founded by Myrtilla Miner on December 4, 
1851. Over the next 160 years, the single- 
room schoolhouse flourished into an excep-
tional institution offering academic programs to 
generations of students. The University, as we 
know it today, was formally established by a 
1974 Act of Congress, and became a land- 
grant institution in 1862. Today, it is the only 
completely urban land-grant institution in the 
country. 

The University serves over 5,300 students 
and offers more than eighty undergraduate 
and graduate programs across six colleges. 
The University’s new community college, es-
tablished under the leadership of University 
President Dr. Allen Sessoms, is thriving and 
provides its students with associate, certifi-
cate, and workforce development programs in 
high-demand fields. 

Continuing its legacy of excellence in teach-
er education, which began with the Miner and 
Wilson Normal Schools more than a hundred 
years ago, the University recently founded the 
National Center for Urban Education, which 
will prepare teachers for the unique demands 
of our nation’s urban schools. 

Fulfilling its land-grant mission, the Univer-
sity is pursuing an aggressive research agen-
da in dozens of areas, including renewable 
energy, urban sustainability, cancer biology, 
applied statistics, and computer science. 

The David A. Clarke School of Law, which 
joined the University in 1996, is the second 
most diverse law school in the country. Its 
unique emphasis on clinical education led At-
torney General Eric Holder to declare its clin-
ical programs a model for other law schools. 
This year, law students will provide over 
85,000 hours of pro bono legal assistance to 
our community. 

To support its recent growth, the University 
is undergoing a massive physical trans-
formation, with three major satellite campuses 
and a community college that opened in the 
past two years, upgrades to the main Van 
Ness campus, and a new state-of-the-art stu-
dent center, which we will soon break ground 
on. 

Although the University was born out of the 
humble beginnings of a one-room school 
house, it has been dedicated to excellence in 
education and opportunities for all of its 160- 
year history. I am proud of the University and 
ask the House to join me in commending the 
University community on its accomplishments 
over the last 160 years. 
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